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On January 20, 1948, Gustavo
was born in Buenos Aires; he
would become one of the most
renowned vertebrate paleontolo-
gists in Argentina and one of the
most highly regarded professors
by many generations of students
of the Facultad de Ciencias Natu-

rales y Museo (FCNyM, Universi-
dad Nacional de La Plata).

Gustavo became enthusiastic
about paleontology from an early
age. He decided to become a pa-
leontologist and, in particular, to
devote himself to the field of Pa-
leomammalogy. His interest in
fossil Edentates, a topic on which
he would become one of the most
important references worldwide,
appeared when he was just seven-
teen years old. He obtained a college
degree in Paleontology (specializing on
Vertebrates) in 1973, and immediately
after he began his career in CONICET,
first with a scholarship and, from 1979,
as a staff researcher.

Gustavo produced numerous origi-
nal scientific contributions, which were
almost entirely focused on fossil Xe-
narthra. Research on this highly rele-
vant neotropical mammal group was
almost stagnant in the 70s, after a
more active earlier period that included
the work of Burmeister, Ameghino,
Kraglievich, Hoffstetter, and Castella-
nos. Thus, Gustavo had to perform an
exhaustive review and an update of the
systematic paleontology of this clade.
His first studies were focused on the
Dasypodoidea, and his PhD disserta-
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One of the many speeches he gave as sponsor during the
biology student graduation ceremony, FCNyM, Universidad
Nacional de La Plata. December 2010.

tion has been a valid reference for the
study of fossil armadillos. Subse-
quently, his research expanded to in-
clude also the Glyptodontoidea, and
later the Tardigrada (Mylodontoidea
and Megatherioidea) and Vermilingua
(Myrmecophagoidea).

Gustavo published in international
journals early on in his career. This is
remarkable since during that period
Argentine researchers rarely got to
publish in such periodicals. He pub-
lished a total of about 120 scientific
papers.

Gustavo considered essential in his
career the training of xenarthran spe-
cialists to carry on and expand the work
that he began as an almost solitary
effort. Many of those trained under

his guidance focused their research on

this mammal group and have de-
veloped numerous and relevant
research lines over the past 40
years. Some of these researchers
include: Alfredo Carlini, Sergio Viz-
caino, Graciela Esteban, Alfredo
Zurita, Cecilia Krmpotic, Diego
Brandoni, Martin Ciancio, Martin
Zamorano, Esteban Soibelzon,
Laureano Gonzalez, and Flavio
Gois.

However, Gustavo's lifework

was not restricted to scientific re-
search. In addition to his contri-
butions to science, he had an
outstanding career as a professor
at the FCNyM. He began teaching
in 1972 as an assistant in the
Comparative Anatomy course.
Three years later, he first taught
Paleozoology classes. He continued
teaching this latter subject, eventually
becoming a Professor. Gustavo played
his teaching role for over forty years al-
ways with the same enthusiasm and
passion for education. He went beyond
the formality of curricular compliance
and taught not only the fundamental
aspects of Vertebrate Paleontology,
but also encouraged his students to
grow as natural scientists with critical
thinking, social commitment and, above
all, as good people.

In Gustavo's own words, during one
of the many speeches he gave as
graduation sponsor (elected by the
students) in the FCNyM graduation
ceremony for biology students “...it is
what | tried to convey to them throughout
the year, to the extent that different
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Gustavo Scillato-Yané working at his office. July 1980.

topics worthy of discussion arose spon-
taneously in the course of Paleozoology
and \Vertebrate Paleontology that we
share: history and politics, education

and university, science and epistemology,

philosophy and religion, art and moral. |
think we talked a little about all this
during the course and without detriment
to the coverage of subject matters ... ".

In 2016, the FCNyM honored him

as Extraordinary Professor with the
category “Profesor Consulto”, which
may seem scarce for an emeritus like
Gustavo.

As previously mentioned, he was
also chosen by graduating students
as Graduation Sponsor on numerous
occasions. Many students approached
him to seek advice when planning
their professional future. Gustavo
considered these actions and gestures
as the most valuable recognition and
prize.

But beyond all scientific and aca-
demic merits, it is important to high-
light his qualities as a person. The
doors of his laboratory were always
open for anyone who wanted to see
him and he always listened carefully
to any question, no matter who he
was speaking to. A great scientist and
educator, greater because of his hu-
mility despite his notable relevance in
the national and international scien-
tific field, he always knew how to lis-
ten respectfully to students, young
researchers or any other person who
wanted to talk about the subjects he
was passionate about, such as classi-
cal music, philosophy, history, and,
obviously, paleontology. And that
was, in large part, what engendered
the enormous affection and admiration
that many of us feel for him.

Today, a few months after his
passing, we do not forget the great
person he was, his strong commitment
as an educator, his distinguished ca-
reer in research, and mainly, his great
life teachings, his fellowship, and his
friendship.

Goodbye Gustavo!

69



AMEGHINIANA - 2020 - Volume 57 (1): 68-70

SOME OF THE MOST RELEVANT PAPERS PUBLISHED
BY GUSTAVO SCILLATO-YANE

Bond, M., Lopez, G., Reguero, M. A., Scillato-Yané, G. J., & Vucetich,
M. G. (1998). Los mamiferos de la Formacion Fray Bentos (Edad
mamifero deseadense, Oligoceno superior?) de las provincias de
Corrientes y Entre Rios, Argentina. Publicacion Electrénica de la
Asociacion Paleontolégica Argentina, 5(1), 41-50.

Carlini, A. A., & Scillato-Yané, G. J. (1999). Evolution of quaternary
xenarthrans (Mammalia) of Argentina. Quaternary of South Ame-
rica and Antarctic Peninsula, 12, 149-175.

Carlini, A. A., & Scillato-Yané, G. J. (2004). The oldest Megalonychi-
dae (Xenarthra: Tardigrada); phylogenetic relationships and an
emended diagnosis of the family. Neues Jahrbuch fiir Geologie und
Paldontologie-Abhandlungen, 233, 423443,

Carlini, A. A., Vizcaino, S. F., & Scillato-Yané, G. J. (1997). Armored
Xenarthrans: A Unique Taxonomic and Ecologic Assemblage. In
R. Kay, R. H. Madden, R. L. Cifelli, & J. J. Flynn (Eds.), Vertebrate
Paleontology on the Neotropics. The Miocene Fauna of La Venta,
Colombia (pp. 213-226). Smithsonian Institution Press.

Carlini, A. A., Ciancio, M. R., Flynn, J. J., Scillato-Yané, G. J., & Wyss, A.
R. (2009). The phylogenetic and biostratigraphic significance of
new armadillos (Mammalia, Xenarthra, Dasypodidae, Euphrac-
tinae) from the Tinguirirican (Early Oligocene) of Chile. Journal of
Systematic Palaeontology, 7(4), 489—-503.

Ruiz, G., & Scillato-Yané, G. ). (2009). A new Stegotheriini (Mamma-
lia, Xenarthra, Dasypodidae) from the. Neues Jahrbuch fiir Geolo-
gie und Paldontologie-Abhandlungen, 252(1), 81-90.

Scillato-Yané, G. J. (1976). Presencia de Macroeuphractus retusus
(Xenarthra, Dasypodidae) en el Plioceno del Area Mesopotamia
(Argentina). Su importancia bioestratigrafica y paleobiogeogra-
fica. Ameghiniana, 12(4), 322-328.

Scillato-Yané, G. J. (1976). Sobre un Dasypodidae (Mammalia, Xe-
narthra) de Edad Riochiquense (Paleoceno superior) de Itaborai
(Brasil). Anais Academia Brasileira de Ciencias, 48, 527-530.

Scillato-Yané, G. J. (1977). Octomylodontinae: n. subfam. de Mylo-
dontidae (Edentata, Tardigrada). Descripcion del craneo y man-
dibula de Octomylodon robertoscagliai n. sp., procedentes de la
Fm. Arroyo Chasico (Edad Chasiquense, Plioceno temprano del
S de la prov. de Bs. As. (Argentina). Algunas consideraciones fi-
logenéticas y sistematicas sobre los Mylodontoidea. Publicacio-
nes del Museo Municipal de Ciencias Naturales “L. Scaglia” (Mar del
Plata), 2, 123-140.

Scillato-Yané, G. J. (1977). Sur quelques Glyptodontidae nouveaux
(Mammalia, Edentata) du Déséadien (Oligocene inferieur) de Pa-
tagonie (Argentine). Bulletin du Museum national d'histoire natu-
relle Sciences de la terre, 64, 249-262.

Scillato-Yané, G. J. (1980). Nuevo Megalonychidae (Edentata, Tardi-
grada) del “Mesopotamiense” (Mioceno tardio-Plioceno) de la
Provincia de Entre Rios (Argentina). Ameghiniana, 17(3), 193—
199.

Scillato-Yané, G. J. (1981). Nuevo Mylodontinae (Edentata, Tardi-
grada) del” Mesopotamiense” de la Provincia de Entre Rios.
Ameghiniana, 18(1-2), 29-34.

Scillato-Yané, G. J., and Carlini, A. A. (1998). Nuevos Xenarthra del
Friasense (Mioceno medio) de Argentina. Studia Geologica Sal-
manticensia, 34, 43-67.

Scillato-Yané, G. J., & Pascual, R. (1985). Un peculiar Xenarthra del
Paleoceno medio de Patagonia (Argentina). Su importancia en
la sistematica de los Paratheria. Ameghiniana, 21(2—-4), 173—
176.

Scillato-Yané, G. J., Krmpotic, C. M., & Esteban, G. I. (2010). The

70

species of Chasicotatus Scillato-Yané (Eutatini, Dasypodidae).
Revista Mexicana de Ciencias Geoldgicas, 27(1), 43-55.

Scillato-Yané, G. J., Carlini, A. A., Tonni, E. P., & Noriega, J. I. (2005).
Paleobiogeography of the late Pleistocene pampatheres of
South America. Journal of South American Earth Sciences, 20(1-2),
131-138.

Scillato-Yané, G. ., Gais, F., Zurita, A. E., Carlini, A. A., Gonzalez Ruiz,
L. R., Krmpotic, C. M., Oliva, C., & Zamorano, M. (2013). Los Cin-
gulata (Mammalia, Xenarthra) del “Conglomerado osifero” (Mio-
ceno tardio) de la Formacion Ituzaing6 de Entre Rios, Argentina.
In D. Brandoni, & J. I. Noriega (Eds.), £/ Nedgeno de la Mesopota-
mia argentina (vol. 14, pp. 112—128). Asociacion Paleontologica
Argentina, Publicacion Especial.

Tejedor, M. F., Goin, F. )., Gelfo, J. N, Lépez, G., Bond, M., Carlini, A. A.,
Scillato-Yané, G. J., Woodburne, M. 0., Chornogubsky, L., Ara-
gon, E., & Reguero, M. A. (2009). New early Eocene mammalian
fauna from western Patagonia, Argentina. American Museum
Novitates, 3638, 1-43.

Vizcaino, S. F., & Scillato-Yané, G. J. (1995). An Eocene tardigrade
(Mammalia, Xenarthra) from Seymour Island, West Antarc-
tica. Antarctic Science, 7(4), 407 -408.

Vucetich, M. G., Reguero, M. A., Bond M., Candela, A. M., Carlini A. A,
Deschamps, C. M., Gelfo J. N., Goin, F. J., Lopez, G. M., Ortiz-
Jaureguizar, E., Pascual, R, Scillato Yané, G. J., & Vieytes, E. C.
(2007). Mamiferos continentales del Pale6geno argentino: las
investigaciones de los Gltimos cincuenta afios. In: S. Archangelsky,
T. Sanchez, and E.P. Tonni (Eds), Ameghiniana 50 ° Aniversario
(vol. 11, pp. 239-255). Asociacion Paleontolégica Argentina,
Publicacién especial.

Zamorano, M., Scillato-Yané, G. J., Soibelzon, E., Soibelzon, L. H., Bo-
nini, R., & Rodriguez, S. G. (2018). Hyoid apparatus of Panoch-
thus sp. (Xenarthra; Glyptodontidae) from the Late Pleistocene
of the Pampean Region (Argentina). Comparative description
and muscle reconstruction. Neues Jahrbuch fiir Geologie und Pa-
Idontologie-Abhandlungen, 288(2), 205-219.

Zurita, A. E., Carlini, A. A., & Scillato Yane, G. J. (2008). A new species
of Neosclerocalyptus Paula Couto, 1957 (Xenarthra, Glyptodon-
tidae, Hoplophorinae) from the middle Pleistocene of the Pam-
pean region, Argentina. Geodiversitas, 30, 779-791.

Zurita, A. E., Zamorano, M., Scillato-Yané, G. J., Fidel, S., Iriondo, M.,
& Gillette, D. D. (2017). A new species of Panochthus Burmeister
(Xenarthra, Cingulata, Glyptodontidae) from the Pleistocene of
the Eastern Cordillera, Bolivia. Historical Biology, 29(8), 1076—
1088.

Guillermo M. Lopez",
Martin R. Ciancio’?, and
Esteban Soibelzon?

"Facultad de Ciencias Naturales y Museo,
Universidad Nacional de La Plata,

Av. 60y 122, B1900FWA La Plata,
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

2Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones
Cientificas y Técnicas (CONICET).



